Have a dictionary close at hand to look up words you don't know. You can find an adequate one at http://www.dictionary.com if you prefer using an online version.
The UNC Writing Center (http://writingcenter.unc.edu) can help you with writing clearly and correctly.
There is an astonishing amount of information available on the World Wide Web. A significant proportion of that information-though by no means all-is true and relevant. By all means, use the Web to supplement your reading and knowledge, but use it critically and make sure you know the source of the information.
Formal Requirements
The requirements of this course are as follows:
Reading You must complete all the course readings. You are responsible for understanding the readingsmake use of your fellow students, your dictionary, the Internet, your TA, and your professor to make sure you understand the readings. Course time is to be used for substantive discussion and further exploration of the implications of course readings, not for grasping the basic contents.
Participation You must attend, and participate in, all class discussions and small group exercises. You are also responsible for the information contained in course lectures.
In-Class Assessments There will be periodic unscheduled in-class assessments.
Article Notes On a "Research Discussion" day of your choosing, submit short (less than one page singlespaced) notes on the article or item you read, including a brief description of the core point of the article and questions it raised for you. The notes must be submitted before the beginning of class.
Evicted Selection Note On a day when reading from Evicted is assigned, submit short (less than one page single-spaced) notes on the section you read, including a brief description of what was discussed in that section, how it fits with the rest of the book, and what questions or concerns it raised for you. The note must be submitted before the beginning of class.
Exams There will be two examinations: a midterm and a final. You must take the examinations at the date, time, and place assigned. The midterm examination is October 17, 9:30-10:45, in 101 Greenlaw. The final examination is December 12, 8:00-11:00, in 101 Greenlaw.
Topic Development Paper In this short (approximately 1,000 words) paper, you should decide what topic or question you plan to explore sociologically. The paper should explain the importance of the topic or question and why it makes for a good sociological exploration. You will address this topic or question in your final paper. Due October 24 at 9:30 am.
Final Paper The final paper is your opportunity to synthesize what you have learned during the class with outside interests and experiences. Your final paper must develop a sociological argument using appropriate sources. It is an academic paper and, as such, must be written in an appropriate style. Your goal is to make progress in answering the question you developed in your Topic Development Paper. There is no specific, set length; however, about 1,500-2,000 words is a good guideline. Due November 21 at 9:30 am.
Using your question or problem from the prior paper, do some combination of the below. You do not need to do all of these-any one, or any combination, is fine, as long as your work makes progress in answering your question.
1. Examine and detail how at least two sociological concepts apply-or fail to apply-to it.
2. Review and evaluate sociological research and writing on it. For this project you must provide a broad introduction to the field of interest and a sense of the similarities, differences, and relationships among sociological approaches. This is not simply an annotated bibliography.
3. Design a sociological study to investigate it. You must provide a theoretical background, literature review, methodological specification, and expected results.
Grading
Your course grade will be calculated as follows: 
Course Policies
You are an adult. As a student in this class, you are provided with a set of resources for learning the class's contents, and you are expected to fulfill a series of requirements designed to evaluate the depth and breadth of your knowledge of those contents. Your grade, therefore, is a reflection of your success in utilizing the resources you have at your disposal. There will be no extra credit or make-up assignments.
You are responsible for the information in the readings and given during lectures. If you do not understand something I say in a lecture, ask me during the lecture, during a later class, or privately via e-mail or office hours.
Participation in discussions and class activities is mandatory. Some discussions will be full-class; others will be in small groups. Your participation will be useless-and graded as such-if you have not done the reading.
Assignments are due on the dates listed. Make sure you give yourself sufficient time to finish assignments by their due dates. You will lose roughly one letter grade per day between the due date and the date the paper is received. You may make the calculation yourself as to whether your work will improve sufficiently in the extra time to make up for the grade reduction. In exceptional cases, I may grant an extension; you must discuss this with me in advance.
Your participation in this course is covered by the UNC Honor Code (see http://studentconduct. unc.edu/students). I take academic dishonesty-including, but not limited to, plagiarism-very seriously. Adequate completion of the requirements of the class will earn you a B-. Work whose quality clearly exceeds these requirements will earn a B, B+, A-, or A. Work whose quality is in one or more ways less than adequate will earn you a grade of C+ or below.
Course Schedule
August 22 
